
FACTS ABOUT

Ticks
A tick is an arthropod, like a spider. It

has 8 legs and is very small. A tick can
become attached to a person or 

animal and suck blood. 

Spray bug spray on your body before
you go outside. Spray permethrin on

shoes, clothes and gear. Do tick checks
frequently when you’re outdoors and

when you come in.

Ask an adult for help to remove it
immediately. Use tweezers to pull the

tick straight up.

Find out
more here!

WHAT IS A TICK

 WHERE ARE TICKS FOUND
Ticks can be found outdoors in areas

with long grasses and weeds, leaf piles,
the woods, even your own backyard!

HOW DO I STOP TICKS

WHAT IF I FIND A TICK



FACTS ABOUT

Lyme Disease
Find out

more here!

 Lyme disease is caused by the bite of an
infected tick. Lyme disease is caused by

bacteria. 

Lyme disease might make you feel like you
have the flu. You might have a fever, headache,

or body aches. Later you could get painful,
swollen joints and tingling in hands and feet.

Spray bug spray on your body before you go
outside. Spray permethrin on shoes, clothes

and gear. Do tick checks frequently when
you’re outdoors and after you come inside.

WHAT IS LYME DISEASE

 WHAT IS A LYME
DISEASE RASH

One of the most common signs of Lyme
disease is a round, oval or bull's eye shaped
rash. It can be red or darker than your skin.

WHAT ARE SOME OTHER LYME
DISEASE SYMPTOMS

 HOW DO I PREVENT LYME
DISEASE
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Frequently Asked Questions 
GUIDELINES 
Q: What evidence supports the new recommendations regarding tick testing in Act 120 of 2024? The 
information from the PA DOH and the CDC seem to contraindicate the Act 120 Guidelines.  
 
A: The guidance that PA DOH provides must align with the requirements of this Act even if it may differ from 
CDC guidance.   
 
Q: If the school notifies parent and sends tick home – is there any additional responsibility for the school?   
 
A: No, once the tick is given to the parent, there is no additional responsibility from the school.   
  
Q: Is consent required to remove a tick?   
  
A: The Act requires the school to remove the tick and provide notice afterwards.  There is no requirement to 
obtain consent before removal, but schools may still seek consent.  
 
Q: Is this a procedure that requires a physician's order to perform? Or is this considered basic nursing care?    
  
A: The Act allows a school nurse, school physician, or a designated employee of the school to remove the 
tick.  The Act does not require a physician’s order.    
 
Q: Often when a tick is removed, even when following the protocol, pieces are retained. Is there any liability if 
this occurs?  
   
A: The Act does not provide any protection from liability.  However, the Act requires that notification of the 
removal is sent to the parents or guardian so this can be explained to them in the notification.  
  
Q: If a tick is removed from a student and the parent/guardian does not want to send the tick for testing, does 
the school then have the responsibility to send the tick for testing? If the school does need to send, then what 
is to be done with results?  Law indicates that results must be sent to parent/guardian and not recorded in 
student’s health record.  
  
A: The school must preserve the tick and offer it to the parents.  If the parents request the tick, the school 
must provide it to them.  If the parents decline the tick, the school is not required to send the tick for testing 
but may choose to do so if the school wishes to track de-identified results for their own informational 
purposes.  If the school chooses to send the tick, the school is required to send the results to the parents of 
the student.  If the school does not send the tick to the Tick Research Lab of Pennsylvania, the tick may be 
placed in a plastic bag or wrapped in tape and disposed.      
 
 
  

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/diseases-and-conditions/vectorborne/tick%20removal.pdf
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Q: Are schools to designate which employees will remove a tick from a student?    
  
A: Yes.   
 

TESTING 
Q: Is it expected that the schools cover the cost to send ticks for testing?  
 
A: There should not be any cost to the school for the free basic panel tick test specified in legislation.   
Additional information regarding sending a tick to the Tick Research Lab may be found at the following link: 
Tick Research Lab FAQs:  
  
Q: Why are the results unable to be part of the student's records? If a student has an increased risk of Lyme 
disease due to the tick and transfers to another school soon after exposure, wouldn't that information be 
beneficial to pass on to the next school?  
   
A: The Act was drafted and enacted by the legislature, therefore inquiries on the reasoning of the legislature 
cannot be answered by the Department.    
  
Q: Do schools need to keep data on tick removal/testing/results? If so, what do we do with this data?  

  
A: The Act states that if the school sent the tick for testing and receives the result, it shall not make a copy of 
the results or include any information regarding the results in the student’s school medical record.  The school 
may note the disease present in the tick, without any identifying or personal information of the child, for the 
purposes of compiling data as to what diseases are present in the ticks on and around the school entity’s 
property.    
  
Any additional tracking of tick removal, testing, or results is not required by the Act.    
  
Q: What is the process if a parent/guardian wants the tick but indicates they will not send in for testing? 
 
A: If the parent requests the tick, the school should send the preserved tick home along with the Health Room 
Tick Removal Flyer. It will then be up to the parent/guardian whether they want to send the tick for testing.  
  
Q: Our students come from all over the state.  How are we to know if the tick attached to the student over the 
weekend at home, or on school grounds? The form from the Tick Research Lab requests specific address 
location information. 
 
A: Please contact the Tick Research Lab for specifics about their survey questions including location.  Contact 
information may be found here: Support | PA Tick Research Lab  
  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ticklab.org/faq
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/vectorborne-diseases/tick-diseases/schools-and-camps.html.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/vectorborne-diseases/tick-diseases/schools-and-camps.html.html
https://www.ticklab.org/support
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FIELD TRIPS AND EXTRACURRICULARS 
Q: What are the requirements during field trips and extracurricular activities? 

A: Act 120 requires the removal of a tick by a school nurse, school physician or designated employee of a 
school entity and does not provide exceptions for field trips or after school activities.  
  
 

RESOURCES 
For additional information on Act 120 visit Tick/Lyme Information for Schools and Camps.  

 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/vectorborne-diseases/tick-diseases/schools-and-camps.html.html
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